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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Mark Matkin on June 22, 2004. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims 
Claim 19 has been rewritten as follows: 

-19. (Currently amended): A cutting apparatus f e nc e for a cutt i ng tab l e , 
comprising: 

a cutting table having a work support surface, and a cutting tool at least 
proximate to the work support surface for cutting a workpiece on the work support 
surface: 

a pair of elongated guide rails te-tee mounted to the cutting table; 
a chain e nd le ss cha i ns, on e on each guide rail T ; 

a pair of sprockets rotatably mounted on each guide rail and with each pair of 
sprockets mounting one of said e nd le ss chains; 

each chain including sprocket tooth receiving spaces and a working flight 
extending along the associated guide rail; 
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a shaft interconnecting one of the sprockets on one guide rail with anoth e r one of 
the sprockets on the remaining guide rail; 

an elongated cutting guide extending across the work support surface : and 
aligning lugs r e l e asably interconnecting the cutting guide and the working flights 
and oriented substantially normal to the working flights , each of the aligning lugs 
projecting from one of the cutting guide and the corresponding working flight and being 
slidably received in the other of the corresponding working flight and the cutting guide, 
respectively, for connecting the cutting guide to the chains to transmit motion to the 
cutting guide along the guide rails responsive to movement of the chains along the 
guide rails , the slidable connection of the aligning lugs permitting disconnection to 
p e rm i t s e parat i on of the cutting guide from the chains by lifting the cutting guide in a 
direction substantially normal to the working flights.--. 

Claim 20, line 1 , "A fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -The cutting 
apparatus--. 

Claim 21 , line 1 , "A fence for a cutting table" has been changed to --The cutting 
apparatus--. 

Claim 22, line 1 , "A fence for a cutting table" has been changed to --The cutting 
apparatus--. 

Claim 23, line 1 , "A fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -The cutting 
apparatus--. 
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Claim 24, line 1 , "A fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -The cutting 
apparatus--. 

Claim 25, line 1 , "A fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -The cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 26, line 1 , "A fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -The cutting 
apparatus--. 

Claim 27, line 1 , "A fence for a cutting table" has been changed to --The cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 28, line 1 , "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 29, line 1, "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 30, line 1, "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 31 , line 1 , "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 32, line 1 , "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 33, line 1 , "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 34, line 1 , "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 
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Claim 35, line 1 , "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus--. 

Claim 36, line 1 , "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 37, line 1 , "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 38, line 1 , "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 

Claim 39, line 1 , "fence for a cutting table" has been changed to -cutting 
apparatus-. 

In the Specification 

In line 2 of the replacement paragraph for the paragraph beginning at line 21 on page 9, 
filed on March 16, 2004, a comma -,- has been inserted after "28". 

Page 9, line 23, -24- has been inserted after "guide", and -28- has been 
inserted after "lug"; 

line 24, -28- has been inserted after "lug". 


Line 9, 
Line 11, 


In the Abstract 
"another" has been deleted; 
-sprockets- has been inserted before "rotating". 
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Additional Prior Art 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. The newly-cited prior art disclose inventions which have features 
similar to the claimed invention. However, these inventions, each taken alone or in 
combination with the prior art of record, do not teach or fairly suggest the claimed 
invention. 

Reasons for Allowance 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of the prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, teaches or fairly 
suggests the claimed invention. For example, the prior art does not teach or suggest a 
cutting apparatus comprising the claimed combination of features including a cutting 
table as claimed, a cutting tool as claimed, elongated guide rails as claimed, chains as 
claimed, sprockets as claimed, a shaft as claimed, and an elongated cutting guide as 
claimed, particularly aligning lugs as claimed that cooperate with the working flights as 
claimed to permit disconnection by lifting the cutting guide as claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Remarks 

5. Due to the allowability of claim 19, the restriction requirement has been 
withdrawn, and the non-elected claims have been rejoined. Further, it is noted that the 
above changes obviate the outstanding rejections under 35 USC 112. Therefore, a 
response to the outstanding Office action mailed June 15, 2004 is not required. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clark F. Dexter whose telephone number is (703)308- 
1404. The examiner can be reached Monday through Friday during normal business 
hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan N. Shoap can be reached on (703)308-1082. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Clark F. Dexter 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3724 
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June 25, 2004 


